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AS the following difcourfe may fall into 
the hands of fome, who are not members of the fociety, 
to which it was delivered, and for whofe ufe it is partic- 
ularly dejigned, it may be thought necejfary, that I make 
fome apology for aj/enting to its publication j and tfpe- 
ciallyfo, on account of my young Jlanding in the Min- 
iflry, and the fubjeft treated of in the difcourfe, I have 
no apology to make, except the general dejire and requejl 
of thofe, to whom thefermon was delivered, and a hope, 
that it may anfwer a good purpofe, with refpecl to them 
and myfelf, by reminding us of our refpettive duties. 
The difcourfe is publijhed, with very little alteration, 
from what it was, when firjl written. It was written 
'without the mojl dijlant apprthenjion of its ever being 
publijhed. This, and my own want of ability, are the 
only excufe, I have to offer for its imperfections. 





A 



SERMON. 





COLOSSIANS, iv. 

Take heed to the minijlry, which thou hajl received in 
the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 

GREEABLY to the prediaions of 
the ancient Prophets, the Meffiah 
appeared, in our world, under a 
divine commiflion, to lay down 
h;s life for the redemption of fin- 
ners. The manner, in which he 
fulfilled the purpofes of his miffioh, was expreffive 
of his divine character and infinite benignity. Af- 
ter his refmre&ion, he fent forth his Apoftles, into 
the different nations of the world, to preach repent- 
ance and remiflion of fins, in his name. To accom- 
plifti the purpofas of divine grace, they were com- 
iffioned to ordain fucceffors, in the work,' in 
ch they were engaged. In executing this part 
their miffion, the Apoftles were cautious and 
faithful, in giving to their fucceffors explicit in^ 
ftmclion, relative to their duty. 
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Paul, in his letters to Timothy, defcribes what 
the character of a Chriftian Paftor ought to be ; 
and, with accuracy, delineates his various duties. 
In his letter to the church at Colofle, after giving 
them various rules, for their faith and practice, he 
directs them to give the following admonition to Ar- 
chippus, their Paftor and Teacher, Take heed to the 
mini/try, "which thou hajl received in the Lord, that thoit, 
fulfil it. The term Minijlry, as here ufed, may very 
well be confidered, as comprehending all the du- 
ties, which belong to the office of a Chriftian Paf- 
tor. To thefe he is admoniftied to take heed. Then 
is one faid to take heed, when h$ pra6lifes vigilance, 
is cautious, and pays ftrift attention. The phrafe- 
ology of the text imports, that vigilance and Uriel; 
attention are neceffary, in order for one's perform- 
ing the duties of the Pafloral Office. We are, hence, 
naturally led to attend to feveral things, which are 
implied, in taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to 
fulfil it. 

I. Taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to fulfil it, 
implies, that the Chriftian Paftor, pay ftricl: atten- 
tion to his own heart, and fee that it be rightly af-? 
fefted toward God and man. 

Such is the influence of the heart, or mental tafte, 
on the other faculties of the mind, and on the 
v/hole conduct of a man, that he never puts fortfy 
any great exertions to accomplifh a work, to whii 
his heart is oppofed. One, who has no tafte for 
mufic, never will become verfed in the harmony 
of founds. One, who has no tafte for the mathe- 
matics, will never make any great proficiency, in 





mathematical fludies. He will attend to any of the 
branches of that fcience with reluctance. So one 2 
who has no tafte for theology, will never put forth 
thofe mental exertions, which are neceffary to ac- 
quire a knowledge of theological fubjefts. If a 
Teacher of Chriftianity difrelifh the duties and de~ 
figns of his employment, he will never fulfil them, 
But no one will relilh thefe. unlefs his heart be 
rightly affe&ed toward God and man. It would 
be abfurd to admit, thai one, whofe heart is at va- 
riance with the divine character and government, 
will relifh an employment, which carries them in 
the very nature of it. Nor is the fuppofition lefs 
abfurd, that one, whofe heart is under the domin- 
ion of felfimnefs, will exert himfelf, in a work, ev- 
ery duty of which, carries in it impartial love to 
man. As a man's heart is, fo will be his character. 
If that be deftitute of grace, and not rightly regu- 
lated and eftablifhed, he will be likely to be fiery 
and tenacious, in advocating theintereft of a party; 
or he will be carried about by every wind of doc- 
trine, and be as changeable as the fafhicn of the 
day. 

A correct mental tafte, is one effential and prin- 
cipal fource, whence fp'rings thofe mental and bod- 
ily exertions, and that attention, Watchfuinefs, and 
{lability of character, which are neceffary, in order 
for one's fulfilling the Miniftry. Men generally 
purfue, with diligence, activity and ardor, thofe 
employments, for which they have a relifla of heart. ' 

II. Taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to fulfil 
it, implies, that the Chrifijan Pallor -bp diligently 
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ftudious, and dev6te his time and attention to the 
acquisition of knowledge. 

One may poifefs a pure heartland yet bs wholly 
Incapable of fulfilling the Miniftry. We might as 
well admit, that one, ignorant of the nature and 
properties of medicine, and of the nature and ftruc- 
ture of the human body, is capacitated to piatife 
the healing art, as that one, who has not a knowU 
edge of Divinity, is capable of teaching it to others. 
Such is the ftmclure of the human mind, and fuch 
the condition of man, in the prefent life, that he 
never makes much progrefs, in acquiring a knowl- 
edge of any art, or fcience, to which he does not 
devote his time and attention. It is not the lot of 
man, in this world, to acquire knowledge without 
diligence, fludy and exertion. Hence, we never 
fee a man, verfed in Aftronomy, Politics, Medicine, 
Mufic, or Agriculture, who has not devoted his 
time ; fludy and attention, to thefe branches of fci- 
ence. Hence, alfo, one never will acquire much 
knowledge of Divinity, unlefs he make that the ob-p 

O s * 

jecl of his fludy and exertions, 

One may acquire a knowledge of a few partial-* 
lar things, in almoft any fcience, and yet be pro- 
foundly ignorant of that fcience. One may under- 
Hand two or three of the problems in Euclid, and 
yet be profoundly ignorant of Geometry. The 
fame is true in Divinity. One may have an accu- 
rate knowledge of fome particular do&rines, and 
be able to fpeak upon them fenfibly, and yet be 
grofsly ignorant of the reft. No fcience opens a 
more estenfive field, for the exercife of the mental 





faculties, than that of Divinity. It opens a field, 
for the refearches of the rational mind, boundlefs 
as the works of creation, extenfive as the govern- 
ment of God, and unlimited as his perfections. 

No one can make his profiting, as a: religious 
Teacher, appear unto all men, by bringing from his 
treafure things new and old, unlefs he devote his 
time to the fludv of Divinity, and thofe fciences 

J * 

with which that is connected. Thofe things, of 
which the fcriptures profeffedly treat, demand the 
attention of all moral beings ; efpecially, do they 
demand the attention of the Chriftian Paflor. It is 

% 

not to be thought ftrange, that a book fo ancient as 
the Bible, and tranflated into a different language, 
from thofe in which it was originally written, fliould 
contain things not to be underflood, without much 
ftudy. A knowledge of the languages, in which 
the Scriptures were, at firft, written, is of ufe, in af- 
certaining the juft import of many parts of them. 
Frequent allufions are had, both in the Old Tefta- 
ment and New, to the then exifting cuftoms and 
manners of the Jews and Gentiles. Many of the 
Mofaic inftitutions, will appear unmeaning, or bar- 
barous, to one unacquainted with the ftate and 
condition of the jews, as to intellectual improve- 
ment and civilization ; and alfo with the polythe- 
iftical fchemes, embraced and practifed uoon, a- 
mong their neighbors. As order appears moft 
pleating, when contrafted with confufion, and beau- 
ty, when placed befide deformity, fo the peculiar 
worth and importance of the inftitutions of Mofes, 
appear in the moft ftriking point of light, when 
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compared, as to their intrinfic worth, and moral 
tendency, with the religions of the Canaanites, the 
Egyptians, and the other nations, who lived in the 
lime of Mofes, and of Chriftand the Apoftles. .So 
frequent are the alluons, in the Old Teftament 
and New, to the laws and pra&ices. of the nations 
of the Eaft, and of the Greeks and Romans, that, 
without a knowledge of thefe, many parts of the 
Scriptures will appear obfcure and inexplicable. 
Hence, the propriety and neceffity of a public teach- 
er of the doctrines of Revelation being acquainted 
with the hiilory of pad ages, and of nations, which 
have, long fince, ceafed to exi(L 

No one can reafon accurately, on moral fubje6ls, 
nor addrefs men, in the manner beft adapted to 
reach the heart, unlefs he be acquainted with the 
capacities and the psjffions of man, and the relations 
he fufiains. To explain, with propriety, the doc- 
trines of the Scriptures, it is necefTary -to underftand 
the ftru&ure and principles of the human mind; 
and the difference of what belongs to man, as an 
intelle&ual, moral, and animal being. Unlefs one 
underftand this, he will be liable to perpetual er- 
ror, in his difquifitions on moral fubje&s, and in 
the judgment he forms of the goodnefs/ or moral 
ilate of thofe, with whom he is converfant. Hence, 
it is neceffary, that the Chriftian Paftor attend to 
the ftudy of the mind, and acquire as accurate a 
knowledge of it, as the prefent ftate of things will 
admit. 

At an age, like the prefent, when the genuinenefs 
and authenticity of the Scriptures are called in quef- 





9 

tion, it is neceffary that thofe, who are profeffedly 
the friends of Chriftianity, be able to defend it a- 
gainft gainfayers. This is peculiarly neceffary for/ 
him, who is a Teacher of Chriftianity. The fources 
of evidence, in fupport of the infpiration of the 
Scriptures, are numerous. A knowledge of them, 
and of the degree of evidence deducible from them, 
is obtained, by an attention to what the Bible con- 
tains, faclis that have taken place in paft ages, and 
events that are now taking place. To collet and 
arrange this evidence, requires an acquaintance, 
with the paft and prefent hiftory of the world, and 
an intimate acquaintance with the Scriptures, and 
human nature. 

The weekly exercifes, which, according to the 
prefent mode of inftru&ion, are to be performed by 
a Preacher of the Gofpel, are fuch, as demand dili- 
gence, ftudy and labor. From thefe obfervations, 
we conclude, that no one can be faid to take heed 
to the Miniftry, fo as to fulfil it, unlefs he be ftu~ 
dious, and devote himfelf to the acquilition of 
knowledge. Hence, the propriety of the charge, 
which Paul gave to Timothy ; Give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to dotfrine. Meditate upon 
ihefe things ; give thyfelf wholly to them. 

III. Taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to fulfil 
it, implies, that a Paftor preach the religion of the 

ofpel. 

The fcheme of religion, contained in the Gofpelj 
differs from every other fcheme of religion, in this, 
it is a fcheme of divine grace. It originated in the 

B 
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love of God to the guilty ; and refls on this truth, 
that the human race deferve to fuffer the penalty, 
by which the law of God is fanQioned, or everlaft- 
ing punifhment. Its fundamental doctrines are all 
of them doftrines of grace. Hence, the Apoftle to 
the Ephefian Church obferves, By grace areyefaved, 
through faith ; and that not of yourf elves, it is the gift 
of God : Not of works, left any manjhould boaft. For 
we are his -workman/hip, created in Chrijl Jefus unto 
good works, -which he hath before ordained, that we 
fJiould walk in them. To the Galatians he faith, / 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me. and 
gave himfelffor me. I do notfrujlrate the grace' of 
God : For, if righteoufnefs come by the law, then is Chrijl 
dead in vain. To the Romans he obferves, Now we 
know that what things foever the laio faith f it faith to 
them, who are under the law ; that every mouth may 
be flopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God. From this he draws this conclufion, that we 
are Jujlified freely by his grace ; through the redemption 
that is in Jffus Chrijl. 

He, who, in his preaching, omits an attention to 
the do&rines of grace, and does not make them the 
foundation of his difcourfes, cannot be faid to preach 
the Gofpel. He, who, inftead of preaching thefe, 
preaches the doctrines of men, or fentiments, which 
are not contained in the Gofpel, and fuch as his 
own fancy may fugged, or fuch as are derived from 
fome favorite author, expofes himfelf to the woes 
denounced again ft falfe teachers. Though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other Gofpel than that, 
which zue have preached unto you > let him be accurfed. 
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If, inflead of making the Gorpel, the Preacher make 
the reigning talie of the age, or the fentiments, 
which happen to be prevalent, the ftandard of his 
preaching, he is fure to be fhipwrecked ; and, if he 
receive his jufl recompence of reward, he will fall 
into contempt among men. 

To preach the Gofpel in its purity, or as it came 
from God, it is neceffary, that one lay open the per- 
fections and character of Jehovah, as exhibited in 
revelation the nature and extent of the divine law-, 
and man's perpetual obligation to obey it the na- 
ture of fin and of holinefs,and the natural character 
and ftate of man the atonement made by Jefus 
Chrift, as the foundation of the finner's juftification, 
in the fight of God the Divine Spirit, as the orig- 
inal and operating caufe of the difference, as to 
moral character, between the faint and thofe who 
perifli and the inexcufablenefs of finners, for de- 
laying repentance and faith. In the fcheme and 
work of redemption, which is, and forever will be, 
the admiration of all imelligerfces, the glory and 
perfection of the divine character and government, 
are more clearly exhibited, than in any, and every 
thing elfe. 

While the faithful Pallor holds up the doclrines 
of divine grace, and makes them the foundation of 
his preaching, he will not fail to enjoin upon his 
hearers, the practice of all the focial virtues, and all 
the relative duties, incumbent on man, in the pref- 
ent life* He will urge the practice of thefe, with 
energy and with the perfualive motives of revela- 
tion, He will C3ll no man father, but he will make 



Chrift and the Apoftles the ftandard of his fenti- 
ments and preaching. If one do not this, but form 
his difcourfes, in the atmofphere of heathen Philof- 
ophy, or according to the tafte and fentiments, which 
may, at different periods, be in fafhion, he is fure 
to filence the voice of confidence, in his hearers, and 
to prepare them for future forrow. 

Admit the propriety of thefe remarks, and it is 
eafy to difcern, that a public Teacher of religion, in 
order to fulfil the Miniftry, muft look into the Bible 
for the truths, fentiments and inftru&ion, which 
he is to deliver to his hearers. You will hence dif- 
cern, that I am under obligation to preach to you 
the doctrines of the Gofpel, in their purity ; and to 
keep back frorni you, no part of the revealed coun- 
fels of God. You will readily difcern, that it is 
not for me to afcertain, firft, whether this, or that 
doctrine of revelation be pleafing and acceptable to 
you, and this, or that difpleafing, and then to felecl: 
and preach the former, and omit the latter. You 
will unite in faying^ that he who would do thus, 
ought to fink into contempt, and that he will have 
but an ill account to give of his ftewardfhip, at the 
lafi day. You will unite in faying, Happy is that 
Preacher, who, at the clofe of his miniftration, can 
fay to the people of his charge, with the infpired 
Apoftle, / have kept back nothing that was profitable 
unto you I take you to record, this day, that I am pure 
.from the blood of all men; for I have not fhunned to 
Declare unto you the whole counfel of God. 
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IV. Taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to fufil it, 
implies, that a Paftor preach in a plain and con- 



vincing manner. 



The inftru6iion of the Scriptures, is defigned for 
the unlearned, as well as for the man of letters. 
Hence, the defign of publicly explaining them will 
be fubverted, if, it be in fuch a manner, as to be un- 
derflood, only by thofe, whofe minds are ftrength- 
ened by ftudy and fcience. No one is likely to 
have an auditory, the principal part of which, con- 
fifts of fuch. It is hence neceffary, that the Teacher 
of Chriflianity, adapt his difcourfes to the capaci- 
ties and abilities of fuch, as are not in the higheft 
flate of intellectual improvement. It is neceffary, 
that he be plain and explicit, in his illuflrations of 
moral truths ; and that he make clear and accurate 
diflincHons. Chrift and the Apoftles were very 
plain, in the manner of their inftruciion. Their 
hearers, though in a low ftate of mental improve- 
ment, were, in general, capable of underftanding 
fchem. " I had rather/' faith St. Paul, " fpeak five 
words with my underftanding, that, by my voice, 
I might teach others, than ten thoufand words, in 
an unknown tongue." One may preach this thing 
and that, bat he will never convince thofe, before 
whom he fpeaks, unlefs he preach to them, and fix 
upon them theimpreffion, that they are the perfons 
and characters addreffed. 

The ftrufture of the human mind is fuch, that 
it is much eafier to make men feel, than to make 
them reafon. A public fpeaker may, without dif- 
ficulty, call into exeicife many of the pa {Rons of 
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the human heart, and produce a very fenfible effect 
upon his hearers. But, if he awake the paflions, 
and fire the imagination, without informing the un- 
derftanding, the effect will be tranfient, and attended 
with the phrenzy of enthufiafm. To lead men into 
the knowledge and practice of truth, it is necefiary 
to addrefs the underftaoding and the heart. Chrift 
and the Apoftles, while they informed their hear- 
ers, and exhibited divine truth to their underftand- 
ing, awoke and called into exercife the feelings and 
affections of the heart, by bringing home to them 
the folemnly interefting doctrines of the GofpeL 
The words of the wife are as goads, and as nails fajl- 
cned by the majlers of ajfemblies, which are given, from 
oncjhepherd. 

V. Taking heed to the Mini ft ry, fo as to fulfil it, 
implies, that the Chriftian Paftor adminifter the 
ordinances of the Cofpel with fidelity, and exert 
himfelf to fupport the order and difcipline of the 
church. 

In doing this, the faithful Paftor will make the 
inftruction of Chrift and the Apoftles his invaria- 
ble guide. They have given no inftruction, which 
authorifes an adminiftration of the ordinance of 
baptifm to any, except believers and their infant 
feed. Thofe, who are admitted to the privileges 
of church memberfhip, ought to be acquainted 
with the doctrines of the Gofpel, and with the na- 
ture and defign of covenanting ; and they ought to 
give fuch evidence of their having put off the old 
man and his deeds, and of their willingnefs and 
deter trJ nation to walk in newnefs of life, as ihall 



be fatisfaQory to the eye of charity and found, 
judgment. 

In different perfons, we are 'to expefcT; to find dif- 
ferent degrees of intellectual improvement. One 
may, from an attention to theological fubjefts, be 
able to reafon upon them with accuracy, and yet 
be deftitute of that mental tafte, and thofe affec- 
tions, which conftitute the man of piety and good- 
nefs. The heart is to be confidered, as the feat of 
moral exercifes. As the relifh of the heart is, fo 
will be the affections ; and as thefe are, fo will be 
the determinations of the mind, and the condui of 
the man. Hence, it is faid, A good tree bringeth 
not forth corrupt fruit; neither cloth a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. For every ires, y known by Kis 
own fruit : For of thorns men do not gather Jigs, nor 
of a bramble buffi gather they grapes. A good man, out 
of the good treafure of his heart, bringeth -forth that, 
which is good ; and an evil man. out of the evil trea- 

\^ * ^ 

fire of his heart, bringeth forth that, which is evil. To 
determine, therefore, who are to be admitted to fel- 
lowfhip, as Chriftian brethren, we are to look at 
the goodnefs of the heart, fo far as we can afcer- 
tain it by its fruits, rather than to the ftrength and 
improvement of the intellect. But, while there is 
a readine'fs and defire to admit fucli, as are worthy, 
and evidence their faith and fincerlty, by praftifing 
the duties enjoined in the Gofpel, caution ought to 
be ufed againft admitting the unholy and profane, 
within the pale of the church. If a church negleft, 
or abufe the ordinances of the Gofpel, if they neg- 
ft a due attention to order and difcipline, or at- 
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tend to them from a felfilh, rancorous and party 
, fpirit, they are fare to be viewed, by the world, 
with contempt:, and to be verging toward a ftate of 
ruin. 

Thefe obfervations being juft, it will follow, that 
a Paftor cannot be faid to fufii the Miniftry, if he 
neglect to adminifter the ordinances of the Gofpel, 
with fidelity, and an attention to the order and dif- 
cipline of the church. Faithfulnefs to Chrift, and 
to the fouls of men., requires, that he ufe his exer- 
tions to correct the errors, which may rife, among 
the people of his charge, relative to the ordinances. 

"VI. Taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to fulfil 
it, implies, that a Paftor be prudent, peaceable, 
gentle, and affectionate, toward the people among 
whom he minifters. 

The man of prudence guards againft involving 
himfelf, in unneceffary controverfies and difficul- 
ties. In reproving, and in giving advice and coun- 
fel, the man of prudence thinks firft, and then 
fpeaks. He pays a due regard to the time, the 
manner, and the matter of his rebukes and coun- 
fels ; and he makes it an object; of his attention, to 
convey his inftrulion in that manner, which is 
rnoft likely to reach the heart. In one, who is a 
watchman on Zion's wall, there is nothing, which 
can fupply the place of prudence. Although one 
poffefs the knowledge and the zeal of the Apoftle 
Paul, yet, if he be deftitute of that prudence, with 
which wifdom dwells, he will be fure to involve 
himfelf in difficulties, not eafy to be furmounted ; 
and to defeat the defigh of his inftru&ions. Said 
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Chrift to his difciples, Behold I fend you forth, asfheep 
in the midjl of wolves; be ye, therefore, wife asferpents, 
and harmlefs as doves. 

The Chriftian Paftor, while he unites the inno- 
cency of the dove with the caution, prudence, and 
wifdom, of the ferpent, is under peculiar obligation 
to purfue thofe things, which make for peace. He, 
who is difpofed to ftir up contention and animoli- 
ties, and to fan the fire of difcord, will never fulfil 
the duties, which refult from the pafloral relation. 
Bleffed are the peacemakers ; for they Jhall be called 
the children of God. If it be fojjible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with all men. 

Paul, in his fecond epiflle to the Theflfalonians, 
fpeaking of his own conducl;, and that of their other 
Teachers, obferves, We were gentle among you, even as 
a nurfe cherifheth her children. Gentlenefs feems 
here to be oppofed to that forbidding air and de- 
portment, which fets people at fo great a diftance, 
as to prevent their fpeaking with freedom, on fub- 
jefts of the firft importance, and with refpecl: to 
which, they need and defire information. Gentle- 
nefs is oppofed to a hard,' rugged, and auftere, man- 
ner of addrefs, by which, one wounds the feelings, 
and ftirs up the prejudices of thofe, whofe good he 
ought to feek. Gentlenefs is effentially connected 
with a fpirit of patience and perfevering attention 
to the good of one's charge, although they appear 
infenfible of what is done for them, and frowardly 
| oppofe it. Gentlenefs is neceflary, in the Ghriftian 
I Pallor, that he may accommodate himfslf to the 

I - 
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various tempers, conditions, and circumftances, . of 
his flock; and that he may gain the attention of the 
froward ; fupport the weak ; bind up the broken 
hearted ; and gather and feed the lambs. Gentle 
to all men, and apt to teach, are, by St. Paul, clofely 
joined together, as if the one implied the other. 

In order that a Paftor be gentle, among the peo- 
ple of his charge, as a nurfe cherifheth her chil- 
dren, it is neceflary, that he have an affectionate re- 
gard for them, and a general tendernefs for their 
interefts. Saith the Apoftle to the Thefialoni ans, 
Being affectionately dejlrous of you, we were willing' to 
have imparted unto you, not the Gofpd of God only, hit 
aljo onr own fouls, becaufe ye were dear unto us. It 
would be abfurd to admit, that any one will be 
faithful^ as an Inftru&or, in any branch of bufinefs s 
or in any fcience, if he have not an affection for 
jhofe under his care. The Chriftian Paftor will 
not be faithful, if he have no affection for his Flock 
and People. But, if he feel a tendernefs for their 
interefts, he will be folicitous for their welfare, apt 
to teach, ready to folve, fo far as he is capable, the 
difficulties of the doubting, and to direct and affift 
ferious inquirers, in their refearches after truth. 

VII. Taking heed to the Miniftry, fo as to fulfil 
it, implies, that a Paftor vifit the fick, and by a 
conftant example of integrity, honefty, and piety, 
reprove the vices of the age and place, in which he 
lives. 

To vifit the fick, and to converfe and pray with 
them, is enjoined, by the Apoftles, on the Preach- 
ers of Chriftianity. In his converfation with thofe, 



who are laboring under infirmity, and who are 
made to drink of the bitter cup of affliction, the 
faithful Paftor will not fail to. bring into view, the 
eonfolationsj which religion affords to thofe, who 
are the children of God ; the folemnities of a com- 
ing life ; and the neceffity of looking, beyond the 
prefent world, for permanent happinefs. It is eafy 
to apprehend, that for a Chriftian Paftor to devote 
his time to formal and ceremonious vifits, would 
be incenfiftent with the performance of thofe du- 
ties, which we have already traced. A proportion 
of his time may, with benefit to himfelf and oth- 
ers, be devoted to vifiting; but, if he aft wifely, he 
will never let the proportion of time, devoted to 
this, be fo great, as to interfere with the primary a 
and more effential duties of his profeffion. 

From the known influence of example, no one 
eari expect to produce any great effect, by pre- 
ceptive inftru&ion, whole example is the reverfe of 
his precepts. Agreeably to an eftablifhed law, ir 
the moral world, example invariably has more in- 
fluence, than precept. Our opinions, our mode of 
conduct, and our habits, are occafioned more by ex- 
ample, than by any, and every thing elfe. In pro- 
portion to the importance of the ftation and cir- 
cumftances, in which one is placed, and the fphere, 
in which he als, in the fame proportion is his ex- 
ample of importance and confequence. Hence, the 
faithful Paftor cannot avoid feeling himfelf obli- 
gated, to manifeft, in his life, an example, which 
fhall harmonize with the laws of the religion he 
teaches, A Teacher of Chriftianity, who would 
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mingle with the vicious and profane, and partici- 
pate with them, in their fcenes of mirth and feftiv- 
ity, can expect no benefit from the admonitions, 
which he may give to the vicious. They may, with 
propriety, fay to him, " Phyfician, heal thyfelf." 
Hence, the juftnefs of the admonition, Paul gave 
to Timothy, Be thou an example, of the, believers, in 
word, in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith, in 
purity-. 

Thus have we attended to a few iketches of the 
duties, which are implied, in taking heed to the 
Miniftry. fo as to fulfil it. In doing this, we have 
brought into view, the leading dudes, which I am 
obligated to perform in relation to you ; and have 
pointed to fome of the marks, which defignate the 
path, in which I ought to walk. Where the rela- 
tion, between two, or more moral beings, is recip- 
rocal, their duties are reciprocal. Of this kind is 
the relation, that fubfifts, between the Chriftian 
Paftor, and the Church and People, among whom 
he minifters. With all the duties enjoined on him, 
are connected eorrefpondent duties, on their part. 
Hence, by a natural and eaCy deduction, may be 
traced your duties, as a Church an,d People; from 
what we have fhown to be mine, as a Paftor, and 
icligious Inftru.tor. In this method; we lhall bring 
into view, fome of the leading duties of a Chriftian 
Church and People, , . 

i. If it be neceflary, that a Paftor take heed, to 
his own heart, in order to fulfil the Miniftry; then- 
it is neceflary, that a People take .heed to their 
hearts, in order to be benefited by the Miniftry. 
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The preaching of the Gofpel, which exhibits the 
character and perfections of the Deity, and his 
laws and plan of government, in relation to us, as 
moral beings, will have a moft folemn effect on ev- 
ery foul. As the rays from the fource of day, tend 
to harden fome fubftances, and to foften others, on 
which they fall, fo the preaching of the Gofpel,, 
will, to every people where it is enjoyed, be the oc~ 
cafion of their increafing in a moral fitnefs for the 
kingdom of Heaven, or, through their inattention 
and neglect, it will be the oeealion of their increaf- 
ing in hardnefs of heart, and of enhancing their 
guilt and defert of puniftiment. To every individ- 
ual, it will prove, in the final iffue of things, a favor 
of life unto life, or, of death unto death. Thefe 
different efFe&s, of which the preaching of the Gof- 
pel is the occafion, are fpoken of by Chrift, in the 
parable of the fower and the feed ; and are owing 
to the different reliChes of heart, with which it is 
heard. For a people to be benefited by the preach- 
ing of the Gofpel, it is neceflary, that they attend 
to it, with an honeft heart, and with a defire to 
know and obey the truth. 

Although a people acquire a knowledge of all 
divine truth, and underftand every part of the laws, 
government, and economy, of the moral fyftem, yet 
they will be nothing benefited, if their hearts be not 
rightly affected: toward God' and man. It would 
be abfurd to admit, that th'ofe, who retain the 
*' carnal mind, which is enmity again ft God," will, 
in the clofing fcene of things, be profited, by a 
knowledge of the- Gofpel, Hence; the propriety of 
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the monitory counfei, which Chrift gave to thofe, 
who Attended his inftruclions, Take heed what ye hear 
and in another place, Take heed how ye hear. The 
admonition given to Preachers, to take heed to the 
Mini/lry, is peculiarly forcible ; and equally forci- 
ble, is the admonition to hearers, Take heed how ye 
luar. 

To what caufe fhall we attribute the oppofition, 
which the Jews manifefted to the preaching of 
Chriil ? Why did they refute to liilen to his heav- 
enly counfels, and to embrace, with love and grat- 
itude, the religion of Heaven, and the Redeemer of 
the world ? We. can affign no other caufe, than the 
hardnefs of their hearts, and their difaffeclion 
with moral rectitude, and the character of God. 
The judgments and calamities, which they were 
made to fuffer, in cpnfequence of this, fland as a 
perpetual warning, to all people, of the danger of 
their not taking heed to their own hearts, and the 
difpofition, with which they attend to the preach- 
ing of the Gofpel. Happy is that man, and happy 
is that people, who hear the word of God, and from 
the heart embrace and obey its precepts. 

2. If it be the duty of a Chriftian Parlor, to devote 
his time and attention to the acquifition of knowl- 
edge ; then it is the duty of a People, to contribute, 
to his fupport. 

That the Teachers of Ghriftianity are to be fup- 
ported, by thofe whom they inftrucl:. may be argu- 
ed from the principles of juftice and equity, and 
from the Scriptures. Chrift, when he fent forth 
the twelve Appftles to preach the Gofpel, com- 



jnarided them to make no provifion. for their fup- 
port, as to food, clothing, or expenfes in travelling, 
becaufe they fhould be fupported, by thofe whom 
they inftru&ed. Provide, faid he. neither gold, nor 
filver, nor brafs in your purfes, nor j "crip for your jour- 
ney, neither two coats, neither fiioes^ nor yet flaves for 
the workman is worthy of his hire. St. Paul, expref- 
fing the will of his divine Mailer, obferves, Evenfo 
hath the Lord ordained, that they, -which preach the 
Gofpel, Jhould live of the Gofpel. And, in another 
place, he gives his exprefs command, in thefe 
words, Let^him, that is taught in the word, communi- 
cate unto him, that teacheth, in all good things. The. 
example of Paul comports with thefe precepts. 
Notwithftanding he obferves to the Ephefian, Thef- 
falonian, and Corinthian Churches, that he labored 
with his own hands, left he fhould be chargeable 
unto them, yet he tells the latter of them, that he 
took wages of other Churches to do them fervice, 
and that, what was lacking to them, the brethren 
of Macedonia fupplied. Wages are a ftipulated 
reward, or a hire according to a mutual agreement. 
In his firft epiftle to the fame Church, he urges 
upon them, by an argument drawn from the Jew ifh 
method of fupporting the Priefthpod and religion 
of the Temple, the duty of fupporting their reli- 
gious Inflru&ors. Say I thefe things as a man, cr 
faith the law the fame alfo ? For it is written in the law 
of Mofes, Thou Jhalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox, 
that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care of ox- 
en ? or faith he it altogether for our fakes ? For our 
fakes no doubt this is written ; that he, that ploughsth, 
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Jhould plough in hope ; and that he, thai threflieth in hope, 
Jhould be partaker of his hope. If we havefown unto 
you fpiritual things, is it a great thing, if -we Jhould reap 
your carnal things ? Do ye not know, that they, which 
minijler about holy things, live of the things of the tem- 
ple ? and they, which wait at the altar, are partakers 
with the altar ? From theFe obfervatiofis of the A- 
poftle, and from Chrift's faying, with dire& appli- 
cation to the cafe in hand, that the laborer is worthy 
of his hire, we conclude it is the will of God, that a 
Church and People contribute to the fupport of 
their Paftor, and that they are obligated to do it ; 
for wherever the will of God is expreffed to an in- 
dividual, or people, it confers on them an obliga- 
tion to conform to it. The Scriptures teach the 
duty of fupporting religious Teachers, in the fame 
manner, that they teach juftice, benevolence, char- 
ity, and piety. Thefe are taught by general rules, 
which are illuftrated by occasional examples. This 
is the method, in which all practical fciences are 
taught. Hence, the particular method, in which a 
People lhall fupport their Paftor, is not pointed 
out. That they are obligated to fupport him, is a 
point eftablilhed by the will "of God. The man- 
ner, in which they ftiall do it, is left to their mu- 
tual choice and agreement with this injunction, 
however, that there be an equality, or that there be 
no injuftice, but every one contribute according to 
his ability. Whether this be done, by a direct tax, 
by an eftablifhed fund, or otherwife, is no further 
intereftingj nor to be contended about, than one 



method is more juft, and will better obtain the end 
in view, than another. 

From the known abilities of man, we conclude it 
is impoffible, for any one to devote his attention to 
the acquifition of knowledge, To as to make any 
profitable proficiency, unlefs he have refources for 
his temporal fupport, which do not depend on his 
own manual labor. No People can expeft niuch 
benefit from a Religious Teacher, who is idle and 
negligent, as to his profeflional bufmefs. But, this 
will be the cafe, with him, who is obliged todev-ote 
his attention to cultivating the earth, or any other 
kind of bufinefs foreign to his profeffional employ- 
ment, in order to obtain thofe things, which arene- 
ceflary for his daily fubfiftence. While he is o- 
bliged to do this,' he will but very illy fulfil the du- 
ties of his office. Hence, on the principle of ben- 
efiting themfelves, a people ought to contribute to 
the fupport of their Faftor, and to be punctual in 
fulfilling their engagements with him. Where a 
People neglect to do this, a Paftor is juftifiable, on 
principles of juftice and felfprefervation, if he neg- 
lect his profeffional bufmefs, and exert himfelf. in 
fome other channel and employment, for his fup- 
port. A neglecVon the part of a People, to fulfil 
with punctuality their contracts with their Paftor, 
is more commonly attended with bad confequen- 
ces, on his part and theirs. It renders his circum- 
fiances embarrafTed, and he is obliged to negle^ 
in fome degree, the duties of his profe$ion that 
. produces complaints in them, and leads on to an 
v D 



unhappy, contentious ftate. But, if they be punc- 
tual, he can have no excufe, nor ground of com- 
plaint from that fource. 

The Chriftian Paftor has no more reafon to ex- 
pect miraculous affiftance, or that religious knowl- 
edge be communicated to him by immediate infpi- 
ration,-than a Phyiician has. that a knowledge of the 
nature and ufe of medicine, will be thus communi- 
cated to him. Religious knowledge was communi- 
cated to the Apofties, in a miraculous manner. 
They, alfo, had miraculous power to heal the fick, 
and raife the dead; and they were able to under- 
hand, and converfe in different languages, without 
any llucly. As well might the Chriftian Paftor ex- 
peel; power to do thefe things, as that he (hall ob- 
tain religious knowledge without ftudy and exer- 
tion. This is the method, in which the Apoftles 
fuppofed their fucceffors muft acquire knowledge, 
elfe why did they exhort them to give attendance 
to reading, meditation, and the like ? But, if this be 
the cafe, they muft receive their temporal fuppbrt 
from fome fource, befide their own bodily exertions. 

3. If it be the duty of a Chriftian Paftor to 
preach the religion of the Gofpel; then it is the 
duty of a Church and People to attend to the'-reli- 
gien of the Gofpel, and to receive it in its purity. 

It is from the command of God, which refults 
from the ftruclare and tendency of things, in his 
plan and kingdom, and from the fure relation, which 
an exhibition of divine truth has to the chief good 
of his kingdom, that arifes the obligation on the 
Chriftian Paftor., to preach the Gofpel in its purity, 
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and to declare the whole counfel of God. From 
the fame fource, it may be argued, that a People 
are obligated to attend to the religion of the Gof- 
pel, and to lift en to the whole counfel of God. If 
Paul was under obligation to preach the doctrines, 
which he did, then his hearers were under obliga- 
tions to embrace them. If he did right, in not 
{manning to declare the whole counfel of God, then 
they could not do right, unlefs they liftened to the 
whole of his counfel. It would be abfurd to ad- 
mit, that Chrift did right, in declaring to the Jews 
the truths and doctrines, which he did, and that 
they did right in rejecting them ; or that the Apof- 
tles did right, in preaching the peculiar doctrines of 
the Gofpel, and that any of their bejabers did^gh., 
in not embracing them. We can affign no reafon, 
why a Paftor is obligated to preach the truths and 
doctrines of revelation, which does not apply with 
equal force, as a reafon why it is the duty of a 
People to embrace them. Hence, n it be my duty 
to keep back nothing, which may be profitable unto 
you, and if it be r>iy duty not to fhun to declare the 
v/hole counfel of God ; then k is your duty toliflen 
to every thing, which may be profitable unto you, 
and not to iliuin to embrace the whole counfel of 
God. If /am directed what to preach, you are di- 
rected what to hear. If it be my duty to preach the 
peculiar doctrines of the Gofpel, it is your duty to 
Iiear and embrace them. 

In connection with this, may be confidered, the 
duty of a people to attend to the appointed means of 
acquiring a knowledge of moral and divine truths. 
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If it be the duty of a Chriftian Paftor to explain 
the Scriptures publicly, every Sabbath, then it is 
the duty of a People to attend and hear them ex- 
plained, eveiy Sabbath. No reafon can be affign- 
ed, why a People are lefs obligated, than their Paf- 
tor, to attend to the public worfhip of Cod. Hence, 
if they, through negligence, inattention, or oppofi- 
tion to revealed truths, abfent themfelves from the 
public worlhip of God, they negleft their duty. A 
very little attention to the actual (late of things, at 
the prefent period, is fufficient to convince any one, 
that the public worlhip of God is very much neg- 
lefted; and that the duties of the Sabbath, are at- 
tended to with very great remiffhefs. Thisprefages 
-iio good to individuals none to families none to 
focieties none to our country none to the fouls 
of men. 

It is a difcouraging circumftance to a Preacher, 
when he enters the walls of the fan&uary. if he find 
but here and there one, who is difpofed to attend 
upon his inftruclions. While he poffefTes the feel- 
ings of man, it will have influence in difcouraging 
him. It will make him negligent. But, if the 
People, to whom he minifters, be in general dif- 
pofed to attend upon his inftruclions, it will prompt 
him to exertion and fidelity. Hence, the propriety 
of the admonition, Forfake not the affembling of your - 
{elms together, as the manner offome is. 

4. If a Chriftian Paftor be obligated to preach in 
a plain and convincing manner ; then a People are 
obligated to hear fuch a manner of preaching. 
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There is foraething in the heart of man, which 
is averfe to a plain, convincing method of preach- 
ing. This feature of the heart, is not peculiar to 
the prefent, or any particular period. It was vifi- 
ble in the days of the Prophets, of Chrift, and the 
Apollles. It was this, which prompted the people 
to fay to the Seers, Sec not, and to the Prophets.. *Pro- 
phefy not unto us right things -fpeak unto us fmootk 
things prophefy deceits. Whatever be the catife of 
it, we more commonly fee, that a vicious man is a- 
verfe to being reproved for his vices. He had 
rather be paffed by in filence. But, that man, who 
cenfures and complains of his phyfician, becaufe he 
lays open his wounds to fave his life, acts an un- 
wife and irrational part. Equally unwife and ir- 
rational is the part, which he a6fo, who cenfures 
and complains of a Preacher, becaufe he lays open 
to him his real character and danger. If the Phy- 
fician lay open the wounds of his patient, merely 
for the fake of caufing him pain, he is cenfurable. 
Equally cenfurable is a Preacher, who is actuated 
by malevolence, in uttering truths in a plain, pointed 
manner. It is only from truth uttered without 
difguife, that a People can expect to be benefited. 
If it be for the benefit of the vicious to be reformed, 
and for the advantage of a People to have their real 
character explained, then ought they to affent to a 
plain, convincing manner of preaching. He,- who 
a&s on principles of reafon and honefty, will ever 
be, willing to hear the truth, with refpei to himfelf. 
He wimes not to be flattered. He delires not de- 
ception, in matters, in which he is moft deeply in- 
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terefted. No one will juftify the Prophets of old, 
who came to the people with fmooth fpeeches. 
falfehood, and deception. No one will pronounce 
them innocent. But we might as well jufiify and 
declare thern innocent, as we can the people, who 
defired them thus to prophefy, and who liftened to 
their flattery and deception. How often were the 
Prophets of old, reproved and puniflhed, for proph- 
efying fmooth things ? And how often were the 
people reproved and punifhed, for liftening to 
them ? Happy is that People, whofe language to 
the Seers is, See, to the Prophets, Prophefy right things 
jptak unto us the truth, without difguife declare 
unio us the tejlimonies of the Lord. 

5. If it be the duty of a Chriftian Paftor to ad- 
imnifter the ordinances of the Gofpel with impar- 
tiality, and to endeavor to promote the order and 
difcipline of the Church ; then it is their duty to 
receive them thus adminiftered, and to cooperate 
with him, in feeking the promotion of order and 
difcipline. 

The rules, which Chrift gave for the adminiftra- 
tion of the ordinances, and for the government of 
the Church, are as binding on every member of the 
Church, as they are on their Paftor, In this re- 
fpecl:, their obligation is no lefs folemn than his. 
Ifence, if the Scriptures point out, who the fubje&s 
of baptifrn are, and what are the requifite qualifi- 
cations for church memberfhip, then they point out 
for whom a Church ought to requeft baptifm, and 
whom they ought to admit to Chriftian fellowmip. 
From the injun&ions of Chrifliamty, from the im- 



31 

portance of order and discipline, to die well being 
of Chrift's kingdom, and from the impoffibility of 
a Paftor's doing any thing effectual, in this refpect. 
unlefs the Church cooperate, may be inferred their 
obligation to be vigilant, and to ufe their endeavors 
to carry into practice the rules given by the Great 
Head of the Church. 

6. If a Chriftian Paftor ought to be prudent, 
gentle, peaceable and affectionate, toward the Peo- 
ple of his charge, and ever willing to give them in- 
flruction then they ought to be prudent, gentle., 
peaceable and affectionate, toward him, and ever 
willing to liflen to his infraction. 

You may have feen thofe, among the profeffed 
Preachers of the Gofpel, who have not practically 
manifefted that prudence, gentlenefs, and peaceable 
difpofition, which they ought. You may poffibly 
have feen thofe, whofe practice has tended to fub- 
vert the order and peace of focieties. But, while 
you have feen this, if you have been accurate 'in 
your obfervations, you have like wife feen the order 
and peace of Churches and Societies fubverted, by 
their own want of prudence, gentlenefs and a pa'- 
cific difpofition. No reafon is affigned, Why a 
Church and People are more juftifiable for iriipru- 
dence.j a want of gentlenefs, and a : contentious dif- 
pofition, than is their Paftor. It has been peculi- 
arly the lot of the Preachers of Chriftianity, to 
fhare in the cenf^ires and frowns of men ; and to 
fufFer mucli by the imprudence of thofe, among 
whom they dwell. They have very little reafon to 



expect to efcape this, while human nature .remains 
as it now is. 

It is a mark of imprudence, and tends to deftroy 
the peace and happinefs of a People, for them, or 
any part of them, to cenfure with feverity, what a 
Preacher has faid in the pulpit, or elfewhere, with- 
out firft going and converfing with him on the fub- 
jel. It may be, and not uncommonly is the cafe, 
that the Preacher is not underftood, according to 
his meaning. An accurate underftanding, and juft 
information of the matter, may wholly remove all 
ground and reafon for cenfure. It is a mark of 
wifdom, as well as of prudence, never to judge nor 
cenfure another haftily. The man of reafon and 
found judgment, will never condemn another, 
without knowing that he is worthy of condemna- 
tion. That feverity, with which fome are apt to 
judge and cenfure a Preacher, who has not fpoken 
agreeably to their mind, does by no means mark 
the man of prudence and gentlenefs. Its tendency 
is not to that which is good. 

I requeft of you, therefore, as you regard your 
own peace and happinefs, that if I, at any time, de- 
liver that in the pulpit, or elfewhere, with which 
any one, or any number of you, is difarrecied, you 
would come and converfe with me. In this method, 
the difficulty may be removed. It may be a mat~ 
ter, to which you have not attended with perfect 
accuracy ; or you may have mifapprehended my 
meaning. I mall never defignedly deliver any 
thing from the deik, which I do not believe is a- 
greeable to reafon and the word of God, If, on 
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your converGng with me, I find I have advanced 
that, which is not agreeable to them, I (hall, as one 
who fearches for truth with integrity, acknowledge 
my error with opennefs and frank.h.efs. 

Another thing, which is evidential of a want of 
prudence and gentlenefs in a People, is their con- 
tending and disputing, merely for the fake of con- 
tending and difputing ; and not with a defign to 
teach, or be taught. If the object of two or more 
vdifputants, ibe to afcer.tain the truth, it is good. 
But, if it be to fupport, or obtain fame favorite 
point, without regard to evidence, it never tends to 
any thing beneficial ; but dire&ly the reverfe. Two 
men, let them think ever fo widely apart, if they 
both defire to know the truth of the cafe, will con- 
verfe together with perfecl calmnefs, ; peace and 
friendlhip; iand they may obtain peculiar benefit. 
Where .difputants contend with rancor and ani- 
tnoiity, it is fure they will be little benefited ; and 
that they Jbave loft fight of the object, they ought 
to keep in view. We very feldom fee a Church, 
or Society, that .pra&ifes warm and paffionate dif- 
putes, about religion, without being effentially in- 
jured. In fuch Societies, we never fee .much relig- 
ion pra&ifed. It is a privilege, almoil peculiar to 
us of the prefent age, to examine and exprefs our 
religious fentiments, without any reftraint from the 
civil magiftrate. We cannot put too ;high a value, 
upon this privilege. But, .like every thing elfe that 
is good, in the hands of the licentious, it is liable to 
abufe. It can, however, never be abufed, but at the 
E 
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hazard of the peace, and well being of Churches 
and Societies. As you regard, therefore, your peace 
and tranquillity, never engage in warm and rancor- 
ous difputes, on. religious fubje&s. Let your only 
objeQ: be to afcertain a knowledge of the truth, and 
a knowledge of fuch truth, as will be beneficial. Be 
prudent, gentle, and peaceable, in all your conver- 
fation upon matters of a religious nature. No peo* 
pie can expeQ: to be benefited, by the preaching of 
the Gofpel, unlefs they purfue thofe things, which 
make for peace. The peaceable fruits of righteouf- 
nefs never grow, in the foil of contention and dif 
cord. 

If, at any time, Ifhall beneceffitated to converfe, 
or difpute, with any of you, whofe apparent defign 
is not to afcertain. the truth, but merely to try, or 
ihow, ftrength of abilities, I mail ftand on the de- 
fenfive, and wield the weapons of argument, with 
all the dexterity, of which I am capable. I moft 
fincerely with, never to have occafion thus to con- 
tend. I deiire never to difpute, but for the fake of 
giving, or receiving inftruclsion. Among a People, 
who are prudent, gentle, and peaceable, a Paftor 
will never have occafion to difpute with any other 

defign. 

7. If it be the duty of a Chriftian Paftor to vifit 
the fick, and by a conftant example of honefty, in- 
tegrity, and piety, to reprove the vices of the age 
and place, in which he lives ; then it is the duty of 
a People to -receive fuch vifits, and to-Hften to fuck. 
cxaraples. 
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' Every Churoh and People have a right to expect 
and require of their Paftor, that he vifit them when 
Cck; and that he devote fo much time to vifiting 
them in general, as will not interfere with his other 
duties. Bat, they have a juft right to complain of 
him, if he devote fo much time to vifiting, as to in- 
trude upon his ftudies, and oblige him to bring 
unbeaten oil into the fanctuary. If a Church and 
People believe, that their Paftor defigns to fulfil the 
duties of his office, they will not object to his judg- 
ing, what proportion of time he can fpend, in vifit- 
ing them, without neglecting things of more confe- 
quence. You will not expect, that one, who is 
young in the profeffion of Divinity, can have that 
leifure, which thofe have, wjho are older, and more 
thoroughly v^srfed i.n their profeffional bufinefs. I 
{hall be ever ready to vjfit you, when opprelfed 
with difeafe ; and at .other times, fo often as I can, 
confidently with the fulfilment of other duties ; of 
wljich I mu.ft claim the right of judging. 

To one, who is profefTedly a Teacher of .ChriS- 
ianity, a People have a perfect right to look for an 
example .of integrity, honefty, and piety. But con- 
ftant experience, as well as the language of the 
Scriptures, teaches, that no one is free from error, 
fin, and imperfection. Jn a moral point of view, 
no one can excufe himfelf for the committing of 
fins, either of thought, word, or deed. No one is ex- 
cufable for fetting a bad example. The Chriftian. 
Paftor has a right to claim no more of the candor 
and charity of thofe, to whom he minifters, than is 
confident with the laws of religion, So much, a^ 
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is confident with thefe, he iieeds ; to fo much he 
claims a right ; and fa miich he ought to experi- 
ence, from the People, to whom he miriifters. Can- 
dor coniifts, in a difoofition to form a fair and im- 
partial judgment of the opinions and actions of 
others. It is the oppolite of prejudice, which is a 
judgment formed prior to examination. It is the 
oppofite of bigotry, which is prejudice joined with 
a certain malignity. In this fenfe of the term can- 
dor, it is what we ought each of us to poflefs, and 
mutually exercife toward eat;h other. It is peculi- 
arJy neceffary, that a People poffefs a difpofition 
to form a fair and impartial judgment of the opin- 
ions and actions- of their Paftor. Thefe conftitute 
the example, he fets before them, and which they 
ought to follow, fo far as they find, in the exercife 
of candor, that it agrees with the laws of religion. 

Knowing my own imperfection, and liability to. 
err, I requeft, that you would ever manifeft to- 
ward me a fpirit of candor. When you cenfure 
me, do it as friends ; and when you rebuke me, do 
it as brethren. 

Having thus attended to a few fketches of the 
duties which I, as a Paftor, am to perform in rela- 
tion to yoUj and which you, as a Church and Peo- 
ple, are to perform in relation to me, I fhall next 
addrefs a few v/ords to thofe, who are profeiTedly 
the followers of Chrifl. 

CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 



PERMIT me to addrefs you, as a brother and 
fellow candidate for immortality. To us, who 
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3have publicly profefied our belief of the Gofpel, 
and covenanted to obey the laws, and follow the 
examples of pur Go.d and Saviour, the world look, 
for fomething more than is feen in btheris. Chrift- 
ianity ever has, and ever will appear to the world, 
much according to the influence it has upon thofe, 
who are its profeffed friends. From their example, 
the world mean to determine, whether or not, there 
be any thing in religion. If they neglecl; the fame 
duties, practife the fame vices, and pay as little re- 
gard to the laws of Gh'riuiahity, as others do, they 
are fare to be a*>pellated-, and that defervedly, 
with the opprobrious epithet of hypocrites, and the 
cry is fuire to be raifedj that religion is all a farce. 
*' Chriftianity is hot merely theoretical ; it is vital, 
experim.erita'l, practical. Every thing ihort of this 
is children's play, or fomething worfe. A Pagan, 
a Jew, or a Mahometan,, has lefs to anfwer for than 
fuch Ghriftians, as believe only in Jefus Chrift and 
the Scriptures, as they do in Julius Cefar, or Taci- 
tus." The religion of Chrift has received feme of 
its deepeft wounds, from the conduct arid exam- 
ples of fome of its profeffed friends. We, there- 
fore, as we regard the worth of that religion, to 
which we have declared ourfelves friends, as we re- 
gard the folemnity of the covenant we have taken 
upbn us, the happinefs of men, and the good of 
Chrift's kingdom, rnuft -feel ourfelves under high 
and peculiar obligations to live a life of holine-fs, 
and the practice of Chriftianity. We cannot in- 
nocently omit obedience to the precepts and exam- 
ples of Chrift. 



The God, whom we owa to foe ours, and whom 
.we worfhip, is a God of peace, ,of order, and love, 
While difcord, contention, and hatred, are the un- 
changeable character! flics of the powers of dark- 
jnefs, the kingdom of God confifts in righteoufnefs 
and peace. The fpirit of -Chrifl's religion is a fpirit 
of meeknefs, of peace, and humility. That ferveat 
chanty and good will, which ought to reign among 
us, Ihone in full luftre in the face of Jefus ChrilL 
At his birth, the angels of heaven, in profpe6l of 
the deftruftion of the kingdom of darknefs, and the 
future triumphs of the crofs, united in prpclaiming ? 
Glory to God in ~the highejl, and, on earth peace, good* 
will toward men. The graces and virtues, which 
he pofieffed and pratifed, form a perfect pattern, 
for our imitation, in practice. He commanded his 
difciples, that they fhould love one another, affur r 
ing them, that this fliould be the criterion, by 
which they fhould be diftinguiihed, in all ages of 
the world. Hereby Jhall men know thai ye are my 
difciples, if ye have love one toward another. Behold 
how good and how pleafant it is, for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! It is like the precious ointment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron s 
leard ; that went down to the Jkirts of his garments ; 
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that defcended 
upon the mountains of Zion : For there the LORD 
commanded the blejfing, even life forevermore. We 
muft, hence, feel our obligation to love one anoth- 
er, with the love of brethren, and to live together 
in unity. 
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The profperity of every Church depends much, 
on the order and discipline, which they obferve, 
It is to be regretted, that thefe, at the prefent day, 
are very much neglected. If, among you, my 
brethren, thefe things have been heretofore attended 
to with remifTnefs, or in any degree neglected, it is 
the more neceflary, that you now redouble your 
exertions, and endeavor to obtain that difcipline, 
and eftablifti that order, which become the Chrift- 
ian Church. Be not difmayed, becaufe your num- 
bers are few. He, in whofe hands are the hearts 
of all men, can make this part of his Zion profper. 
Confiding in his promifes, we muft look to him to 
difplay his power and grace, in directing us in the 
paths of holinefs, and in bringing in thofe, who are 
to participate in the joys of the heavenly world. 

Young in the labors of Chrifl's vineyard, you 
will not expect from me that accurate knowledge 
and acquaintance, in relation to the order and dif- 
cipline of the Church, which is poffeffed by thofe>, 
who are older ftewards. All my endeavors will be 
of little avail, unlefs you cooperate with me, in 
exertions to fupport that order, which Chriflrhas 
enjoined. Let me aflure you, that I will gladly 
fpend and be fpent for you. As a brother and 
Teacher, let me poflefs your confidence. Watch 
over me, and over one another, with the eye and 
fpirit of Chriftians. Forget me not, in your fup- 
plications to the God of heaven.. Correct my er- 
rors with a brotherly affection. Be kindly affecr- 
tioned one toward another ; and let us take heeeL 
that we. fall not out by the way. 
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To you, who are parents and have the care of 
the young, permit me next to fuggeft a few 
thoughts. 

From the affe&ion, you poffefs for your offspring, 
it is very natural to conclude, that you are foiicit- 
ous for their welfare, and willing to purfue any 
meafures, which will.be promotive of their ,happi~ 
nefs. Such is the economy of Divine Providence, 
that their prefent and future felicity is, in a very 
high degree, fufpended, on the example, you ex- 
hibit before them, and 'the inftru&ion you give 
them. The principal part of the inftruftion, which 
they receive from you, is from your example. This 
is the only method, in which thofe, in infancy and 
childhood, are capable of being inftru&ed. Hence, 
you find it neceffary, to fet before them examples, 
of what you wifh to imprefs upon their minds. In 
them, there is a propenfity to imitate; an aptnefs 
to follow examples. By practice, imitation becomes 
habitual. Habits once formed, are not eafily erad- 
icated. Hence it is, that thofe, who have exercifed 
the principle of imitation, in early life, in follow- 
ing particular examples, are apt to follow them 
through life. Almoft every habit, which we have 
in mature life, is eftablimed, while we are under 
the care, and tuition of our parents. Hence, every 
parent ought to view his conduct and principles, as 
forming not only his own character, but as infalli- 
bly tending to form that of his offspring. In -your 
own lives, practice, and fentiments, you, who are 
parents, may fee portrayed the future lives, prac- 
tice, and fentiments of your rifing offspring. Your 
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example in fpeech, a&ion, and featiment, is con- 
ftantly before them. It is that, which they mean 
to follow ; for it is to your method, in every thing, 
that they look for a pattern. The child always 
thinks, it has fufficient authority for doing, what 
is done by its parents, and for believing, what they 
believe. It always thinks, it has fufficient author- 
ity, for omitting, what they omit, and difbelieving, 
what they difcredit. 

Hence it is, that the peace, order, and profperity 
of every Society, depend more on family govern- 
ment, and the example and conduct of parents, in 
relation to their children, than on any and every 
thing elfe. In the government and education of 
your children, and the example you exhibit be- 
fore them, you are fowing the feeds of future prof- 
perous families, and of a future .profperous Society, 
that mail regard the laws of order, of God, and re- 
ligion; or, you. are fowing the feeds, and laying 
the foundation of future contentious families, and 
of a licentious Society, that mall difregard the laws 
of God, of order, and religion. 

All the inftruclion you are capable of giving 
your children by precept, will have very little in- 
fluence, unlefs your examples accord with your 
precepts. If you accuftom yourfelves to profane 
language, they will be profane. If you are Keen-* 
tious, and pra&ife intemperance, they will be licen- 
tious and intemperate. If you caft off fear, and 
reftrain prayer, they will do the fame. If you treat 
tha Bible, the Sabbath, and the worfhip of God, 
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with neglect and contempt, you are altnoft fure, 
that they will negleft and defpife them. What- 
ever vice you praflife, they will praclife. What- 
ever duty you neglet, they will negleQl:. 

On the other hand, if you live lives of holinefs, 
if you venerate the name of God, his word, his 
Sabbath, and worlhip. and pra&ife the duties of 
religion, you will not fail to have influence in di- 
recting thofe, who are mod dear to you, in the 
paths of wifdom and peace. 

You, therefore, cannot avoid feeling yourfelves 
under high and peculiar obligations, to take heed 
to the examples, which you exhibit before thofe; 
whom God, in his goodnefs, has committed to your 
care, and the fentiments you teach them. As you 
regard their happineTs, your own obligations, the 
future profperity of this Society, the good of your 
country, and the laws of God, do hot omit to -fee 
before them good examples, and to give them the 
inflru&ion of wifdom. By your examples and pre- 
cepts, imprefs on their minds a belief of the worth 
and importance of the Ghriftian religion. Enjoin 
upon them a ftricV attendance upon the duties of 
the Sabbath, and the worfhip of God. Teach them 
io venerate his name, and to behave with decency, 
and propriety, when within the walls of the fanc-r 
tuary. Direct them to amufements which are inno^ 
cent. Sele& for them proper books for their peru- 
fal. Both by your precepts and examples;, eftab- 
lifh in them a habit of reading ; particularly of 
reading the Scriptures. Warn them of the danger 
of imbibing the poifon of infidelity. Warn them 
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againft profanity, intemperance, unchaflity, idle- 
nefs, licentioufnefs, and vices of every kind. Warn 
them of the danger of continuing in a ft ate of un- 
reconciliation to the God of grace, and in a neglect 
of religious duties. Be unto them an example, in 
word, in converfation, in chanty, in fpirit, in 
faith, in purity. 

It is to be regretted, that family wormip is fo 
much neglected, as at the prefent day. Inftances 
occur, and would to God they were lefs frequent, 
in which family prayer is wholly neglected. If any 
of you, who are parents and heads of families, have 
heretofore neglected, this important duty, be en- 
treated to neglect it no longer. Pray with and for 
your families. Let your practice evince, that you 
have taken upon you the resolution of the pious 
leader of Ifrael, As for me and my houfe, -we mil 
ferve the LOR&. 

While I continue among you, it will be a pecu- 
liar fource of happinefs, to fee you training up your 
offspring, in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. This will afford a degree of affurance, that 
order and peace will be perpetuated among you ; 
that the laws of God and religion will be regarded; 
and that a happy immortality will be the portion 
of your offspring. 

Permit me next to fuggeft a few thoughts, to 
you, who are in the morning of life. 

DEAR YOUTH, 

YOU have received your exiftence, at a time, and 
in a place, peculiarly favorable for the acquifition 
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of knowledge, and the improvement of your mind*. 
You have accefs to books of almoft every kind ; and 
may have intercourfe, with .all daffes of men. In 
this refpecl:, your advantages are far above any, who 
have gone before you. For this, you cannot feel 
too gratefu} to the God of heaven ; nor can you too 
fenfibiy feel your obligations toimproveyourmenr 
tal powers, by furnimipg yourfelves with every kind 
of ufeful knowledge. At no period of your lives, 
will your conduct be of fo mucjiconfequence, as it 
now is. The habits, you now acquire, and the 
principles, you now embrace, will probably be rer 
tained through life. If thefe be virtuous and pure, 
you may expect a prqfperous journey through life; 
but, if they be vicious and corrupt, you may expefil 
fcenes of pain and darknefs. Hence, you may view 
yourfelves, as now eftablifhing the character, which 
you are to retain through life, and as marking dufc 
your future deftination to happinefs, or mifery. 
You will readily accede to this, if you attend to, 
the eftablifhed connection of events, in the gov- 
ernment of the moral world. As to his habits and 
principles, you feldom fee the man of fixty, differ- 
ing from what he was at forty ; nor the man of 
forty, differing from what he was at twenty. If 
any thing can dignify thofe, who are young, it is a 
fixednefs in the practice of virtue, and a firm at- 
tachment to the principles of religion. From fuch, 
we have much to expeft. But, we have very lit- 
tle, that is worthy of praife, to expel from thofe, 
who begin life, in the practice of vice, and early 
advocate the principles of licentioufnefs. From 
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fuch, we have much to -fear. Hence, you cannot 
be too attentive to your conduct ; nor too vigilant, 
that you do not embrace licentious principles. 

You hear much faid about religion ; and much 
controverfy about religious tenets. You hear fome 
{peaking of the Scriptures, in terms of the moft 
pointed contempt and ridicule ; boafting that this 
is the age of reafon ; ridiculing thofe, whofe pro- 
feffional bufinefs is to explain the doctrines of 
Chriftianity ; and accufing them, as being an idle,: 
ufelefs fet of men. But, before you embrace the 
tenets of fuch, paufe and examine. See if you 
have any reafon to conclude, that they are feeking 
your prefent, or future happinefs. Examine tha 
character of thofe, who treat the Scriptures, and the 
religion and worfliip of God, with contempt, and 
fee if they are living the happieft life, even on fup- 
pofition there were no life beyond the prefent. See 
if they regard the happinefs of man, or have the 
fear of God before their eyes. Examine into the 
effe&s, that would follow, were the Bible deftroyed. 
Search but the caufes of infidelity. Examine into 
the evidences of the Chriftian religion. Paufe, and 
examine thoroughly, before you reject the religion:; 
which was proclaimed by the Son of God ; which 
alone opens to you a future flate of exiflence ; arid 
<3ire6ls you the path to a happy immortality. x 

Chriftianity does, by no means, ihrink back from, 
but it>invites, the clofeft examination. Your good 
fehfe and judgment will tell you, that he, who re- 
je&s Chriftianity, without examination, f f&s the 
part of extreme folly ; and that he cannot poffefs 
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any great ftrength of intellect, who would be drawn 
into a difbelief of the Bible, bv the farcafms of a 

* * 

Paine, or the dreams of a Volney, whofe thoughts 
were mixed with wormwood, and whofe pens were 
dipt in gall. 

You are now at an age, in which, you are ex- 
ceedingly liable to be drawn into the praQife of 
vice. Beware of your danger, and pra&ice'cfaution 
and vigilance. Remember, that it is an eftabliftied 
maxim, in the divine government, that vice fhall be 
connected with, and followed by mifery ; and that 
virtue, or holinefs, mail be connected with, and 
followed by happinefs. Shun thofe, who wantonly 
trifle, with the name of "their Maker. Pity the 
youth, who trifles with the name of God ; ufe your 
endeavors to reform him ; and exhibit an example 
of purity, decency, and propriety in language, be- 
fore your companions. 

Never affociate yourfelves with thofe, who prac- 
tife gaming. From fuch, you can expect no good. 
You can never expect to rife into efteem and re- 
fpeclability, among men, by gaming. It will infal- 
libly fink you, in view of the good and the virtu- 
ous; it will render you lefs worthy, in view of the 
vicious ; and will infallibly render the account, you 
muft give, at the laft day, peculiarly folemn. A-. 
void the company of thofe, who accuftom them- 
felves to intemperance. Intemperance leads on to 
every other kind of vice. It generally proves fatal 
to the intereft, to the body, and the foul. If you 
acquire a habit of intemperance, you may be fure, 
beforehand, that you will not eafily lay it afide. 
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Avoid the unchafte and licentious. Never indulge 
yourf elves, in any amufement, which: tends to cor- 
rupt the morals, or the heart. Of this kind, are all 
amufements, which are connected, with, or tend to, 
that which is vicious. As you regard your own 
prefent, or future felicity, and the--laws of your Ma- 
ker,' never indulge yourfelves v in the prac-lice of any 
known vice. 

Improve every moment, to fome valuable pur-; 
pofe. Cultivate an intimate acquaintance with the 
Scriptures. 'Reverence the name, the laws, and the 
worlhip of God. Devote your ; time, on the Sab- 
bath, to. the duties and bufinefs of religion. Live 
in- the conftaht practice of the duty of prayer. 
Cherifh a fenfe of your accountability to God, and 
of your need of the renovating influences of his di- 
vine Spirit. Forget not the debt of gratitude, you 
owe to your parents. Treat them with kindnefs 
and refpecl:. Liften diligently to their counfels and 
admonitions. Accuftom yourfelves to look forward' 
to the hour of death, and to contemplate the fcenes, 
that will follow. Early confederate your time and 
your talents to the fervice of God, and your fellow, 
men. You are now the hope of your parents. 
From you they expect much. Make them happj^ 
'by living lives of religion and fob riety, and by pre? 
paring to fill their places xvith dignity, xvhen they 
mail be fleeping in the duft. Remember, that the 
eyes of your God are upon you, and that you are 
not beings of a day, but are formed and aQing for 
a ftate of immortality. Accept, without d|lay, of 
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the falvation offered in the Gofpel, and fecure td 
yourfelves a date of endlefs joy and felicity. 

All prefent will readily apprehend, that the du- 
ties of a Chriftian Paftor, are peculiarly arduous/ 
and that the duties of a Church and People, are 
important and numerous. Itnpreffed with a belief 
of this, and that we muftj- one day, appear face to 
face, at the folemn tribunal of our final Judge, . to 
give an account how we have performed our re- 
fpecltive duties, may we, through the grace of God, 
fo acl; our parts, as to meet in peace, and enter, 
upon that reft, which remains for thdfe, who are 
wafhed and purifi t e4 from^heir finS, and who ceafe 
not to afcribe praife "to Him, that fitteth on. the. 
throne, and to^the LamK , 




